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ROHNERT PARK, CA – On 09/03/16, at approximately 3:14 am, Rohnert Park Public Safety received 
numerous calls reporting several gunshots being heard in the 7200 block of Burton Ave in Rohnert Park.  
Upon arrival, officers stopped a vehicle leaving the area and detained the occupants.  The occupants, a man 
and woman from the East Bay, told the officers they had pulled over in front of Technology Middle School on 
Burton Ave to check their GPS and talk.  They said that while they were sitting there, a male later identified 
as 25 year old Jonathan Sanchez-De Paz of Rohnert Park came out of a house across the street.  Sanchez-
De Paz confronted the male victim and accused him of assaulting the female, which both victims denied.  
The victims then noticed 29 year old Jose Avalos-Hernandez of Rohnert Park standing in a driveway across 
the street holding a rifle.  As Sanchez-De Paz was still in the confrontation with the male victim, Avalos-
Hernandez started shooting the rifle into the air while still standing in the area of the driveway.  The victims 
fled when the shots were fired and where stopped by the officers. 
 
With the assistance of the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department and Cotati Police Department, Rohnert 
Park officers began attempting to make contact with the occupants of the home the suspects came out of, 
while also evacuating surrounding homes and checking on the occupants.  Officers were able to make 
contact with the occupants of the suspect’s house and they said they rented the converted garage to Avalos-
Hernandez.  They were evacuated from the home, and then officers were able to make contact with Avalos-
Hernandez and Sanchez-De Paz and got them to exit the converted garage.  They were detained without 
incident, and both Avalos-Hernandez and Sanchez-De Paz were found to be under the influence of alcohol 
and they were both on Sonoma County Probation.   
 
The victims identified Sanchez-De Paz as the one who initially confronted the male victim, and Avalos-
Hernandez as the one who possessed and fired off the rifle.  During a probation search of Avalos-
Hernandez’s room a .223 caliber rifle was located with high capacity magazines.  Both Avalos-Hernandez 
and Sanchez-De Paz denied being involved in the confrontation or shooting off the gun.  Avalos-Hernandez 
was booked into Sonoma County Jail for Negligent Discharge of a Firearm, Possession of High Capacity 
Magazines, Brandishing a Firearm, and Violation of Probation and he is being held on $35,000 bail.  
Sanchez-De Paz was booked into Sonoma County Jail for Violation of Probation where he is being held on 
$50,000 bail due to his probation cases. 
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